
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, April 2, 2014 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Michael DeFeo and 
Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware.  Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Joanne D. Palmieri. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the Minutes of the 
March 5, 2014 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:   
Commissioner Kanute said there is no written report but he stated that the grants he spoke about at the last 
meeting were narrowed down to three that we could possibly be qualified for.  He is giving them to Mark 
Sciota to make sure we satisfy the items and then he will be putting in a formal application. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported on several programs.  Music on the Green.  To date 8 bands are locked in.  Need 14.  
We have the sponsors.  Everyone we had last year came back.  He met with Jerry Limmer today and they 
expect to have the bands wrapped up by next week or so.  Summer Camp.  Registration is all online this 
year.  We had complaints in the past when registration was at Derynoski and people either couldn’t get 
there or the lines were queued up for hours.  This is fairer for everyone.  Registration will be open May 3-
18.  If there are any unfilled spots we will take registration in the office.  It should be smoother this way.  
We are doing the same with registration for Youth Theater.  With our new cash handling procedures this 
will work out better.  People can pay online or in the office.  Girls Volleyball is underway at Derynoski.  
They are booked solid with 110 girls.  Mr. Lapreay will be meeting with the person who runs the program 
to talk about next year.  We may have to tweak it for next year.  They are mainly covering skills.  Music 
Therapy classes finished last week.  It went very well.  Mr. Lapreay received good feedback on the 
instructor.  She wants to do something this summer and expand the age range.  This is for kids with 
special needs.  Double Dutch filled up right away.  This jump rope program has been very successful in 
other towns.  It started two weeks ago. 
 
Softball starts April 28.  We have 35 men’s teams (last year had 42) and 10 women's teams (last year had 
5 or 6).  Bats were not an issue.  A lot of teams combined because people could not be available.  Mr. 
Lapreay had an umpires meeting this past Monday.  Lou Urso wanted to help out and did a clinic for them 
for about an hour.  It was received very well.  Mr. Lapreay is working on the schedule.  Middle School 
Dances.  The last dance we only had 17 kids.  We won’t have one in April; it is not worth it, but will have 
the last dance in May.  Mr. Lapreay will look at it over the summer to see if we can make it more 
attractive. 
 
Chamber of Commerce Raffle.  Mr. Lapreay was approached by Dawn Miceli regarding an item for an 
auction of some type.  Two front row seats at the Music on the Green will be auctioned off.  The crew 
will put the chairs out when setting up.  Several commissioners thought it was a good idea. 
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Crescent Lake.  Mr. Lapreay spoke about the State stocking the lake with fish as they are doing in 
Meriden and other towns as part of a State program.  It is to encourage outdoor entertainment and it’s 
free.  He reached out to the individual from the State to see if we could get in on the program.  They have 
sent emails back and forth but he has not spoken with him yet.  It could be possible perhaps next year at 
Crescent Lake.  Commissioner Kanute said we used to have this probably 6 or 7 years ago but it stopped 
when we required town residency.  Now we are open to everyone so we could be eligible again.  Mr. 
Lapreay said he would also like to get a fishing derby going, as suggested by Commissioner Romano.  
Mr. Lapreay reached out to the Rotary Club who sponsored them in the past.  They will bring it up at one 
of their meetings. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware called attention to the draft message board wording for Crescent Lake which was in the 
packet.  It was done by Say It With Signs.  He wanted the board to review the rules before giving the final 
go-ahead for the sign.  Most of the wording was on the old sign but we wanted to consolidate signs and 
added the dog leash rule, cleaning up and the bow hunting dates.  The new structure will go pretty much 
where the old one is but not where it will be obstructed by parked cars.  It was done in-house by Todd 
Mongillo and has a good door on it.  There is room for a nice map, too.  The trail markings need to be 
redone as the colors are fading.  Mr. Manware has a couple of groups (Brownies, Boy Scouts) looking for 
some work so he may have them do it.  In response to a question about Panthorn, Mr. Manware said he 
has an Eagle Scout project through Bonnie Sica.  He is waiting to hear back from her to finalize plans. 
 
Downtown tree grates have been a problem over the years.  Mr. Manware has been sending them out to 
be water cut.  He started on lower Center Street.  They are coming out real nice. 
 
League water meters are in.  They will be doing Massarelli Field tomorrow and should be all set for 
starting day.  The water line at Western is in.  Testing is being done.  By next week should have the 
concession stand and the front building on city water. 
 
Tree management.  Mr. Manware said they have been renting a man-lift rather than a bucket truck to trim 
trees at Recreation Park.  It’s been working well.  We will do similar activities at Memorial with a man-
lift until we get a bucket truck at some point.  During March we were able to take care of trailer 
maintenance and vehicle maintenance.  The trailers take a beating during the winter due to the road salt. 
 
Mr. Manware reported that new flower boxes were built for the downtown Plantsville area on the bridge.  
The merchants there appreciate it.  We will place annuals in the pots for the spring and summer and then 
chrysanthemums in the fall to have some color there. 
 
The ice rink was taken down today.  It got quite a bit of use this year because it was so cold.  Mr. 
Manware did notice, and mentioned to Steve Wlodkowski, that there is good amount of cuts on the sides, 
probably due to people not using the steps.  He believes we can get another year out of the liner but this 
type is probably not suitable for the public.  Also it is very large and cumbersome for handling and 
storage.  He thought the pond at Memorial might work better.  Some discussion followed about the old 
skating area at Recreation Park.  Mr. Lapreay said you can’t use asphalt; it would have to be concrete. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to approve the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Kanute.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:   
Crescent Lake.  Commissioner Kanute thanked Mr. Manware for fixing the gate.  There have been some 
cars going in and parking there.  It will be locked every night. 
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Commissioner Romano said that you don’t realize what the guys do every day but he has seen it.  It is not 
an easy task, especially at this time of year when everyone needs something.  He really appreciates all 
they do.  Chairman Fasulo also said that everything he hears about Mr. Manware and Mr. Lapreay is 
good.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1. Youth Sport Leagues.  Mr. Lapreay said the request for the leagues to be more transparent by putting 

minutes and bylaws on their websites was well received.  Most already had them posted.  Some of the 
leagues don’t have someone to do it and Mr. Lapreay told them to pass the information to him and he 
would get it out. 

2. Defining Responsibilities of the League and the Town.  Chairman Fasulo said he has not forgotten 
about this.  This is his busy season.  When things settle down he wants to revisit this.  Also the 
subsidies will be reviewed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Kanute and carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned 
at 7:00 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


